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A year later, Chicagoan 
Erin Collins was 

in 
Melbourne, 

along with 15 
other School 

of Metaphysics 
representatives, 
presenting, vol-
unteering, and 
making history.

“This experience 
was 

everything I knew 
it would be.  My dream come true is that 
people, leaders, from all over the planet 
can get together, share their stories, and 

listen – all for the common goal which is 
peace.  In Melbourne, Australia, I wit-

nessed this dream and I have never been 
so excited to keep on dreaming bigger 

dreams.”

“Over a year ago I had put on my ʻ10 most 
wanted list  ̓that I wanted to travel to another 
country for educational purposes.  This meant 
that I did not want to travel just to lie on a 
beach or merely for recreation.  I wanted to 
learn through experience. December 7, 2008, I 
was invited to join fellow students and teachers 
of SOM to volunteer to help out at a pre-Parlia-
ment event held in Chicago.”  

Senior Wurundjeri 
elder of the Kulin 
alliance Joy Mur-

phy Wandin shares 
a moment with His 

Holiness the 14th 
Dalai Lama of Tibet 
during the Closing 

Plenary.
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Once a day, out of the blue, Hezekiah 
or I would declare with glee, 
“We’re in Australia!”  
 Melbourne, a thriving city of 3.5 million, teems with people from all 
over the world, some 270 ancestries and 440 languages.  It is a melting pot comparable 
to New York, just smaller in size.  
 We were welcomed there by everyone we met.  People helped us count money at the 
market.  With dollar coins and no bills worth less than five Australian dollars, it was a small 
and necessary adjustment.  A business owner gave one of our members thousands of dol-
lars of opals to take outside so he could see them in the sun.  The people are curious and for 
the most part physically fit.  It wasn’t until the last day that we saw a policeman, and he was 
dressed like a tram driver, eager to give directions.  As the articles here convey, Australia is a 
land and a people we enjoyed and will, most assuredly, come to know better in the years to 
come.  
 How 16 of us came to be in Australia for 10 days in December is quite a story.  Where 
the seed began for each of us is personally relevant.  Whether, like Erin, we’ve always thought 
about going or like three-year-old Vivienna who is too young to know the difference, what 
got us there was, in the words of the Universal Peace Covenant, our willingness to “fulfill our 
part of a greater plan”.  
 For nine of us that greater plan was THE INVITATION, the play based upon eight 
Nobel Peace Prize laureates that is the living prayer we present throughout the year in the 
Peace Dome.
 For all of us that greater plan was the 2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions, a gath-
ering of thousands from around the world invested in uplifting the spiritual base of human-
kind to create a better world.  
 Whether at Parliament or on the streets of Melbourne, we were meeting the world’s 
people every day, and the Universal Truths in the Peace Covenant were coming to life.  From 
the man who stood outside every day, in gas mask and robe, in protest of man’s irresponsible 
uses of carbon-based materials to the monks who stood, perfectly still, inside by the large 
gong to the dozen men and women from Japan who freely offered healing to those desiring, 
here were the concerns of humanity and those who are concerned.
 Melbourne was chosen to host the Parliament in part because of its diversity and 
interfaith community.  Outside the Parliament, the city seemed more secular, physically-bent.  
As we shared who we are, we opened the door for people to confide in us and to ask the im-
portant questions concerning the nature of reality.  
 Every day, the locals would ask, “Do you have a school in Melbourne?”  
 When the answer was, “no”, they would quickly return, “Are you going to put a school 
here?”  
 I found myself having wanderlust a couple times in 2009, Melbourne was one of them.  
Were Hezekiah a bit older and Daniel willing, I would be seriously packing up now to move 
there, to bring SOM to another continent!  I am most grateful for making the journey to “the 
land down under”.  I know I would not have made the trip without the School of Metaphysics 
and the people who breathe life into it.  
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The SOM Australia Delegation includes Paul Madar, Christine Madar, Daniel R. Condron, 
Vivienna Madar, Jesse Reece, Barbara Condron, Hezekiah Condron, Alexandra Madar, Pam 
Blosser, Sheila Benjamin, Elena Dubinski and Erin Collins.  Laurel Clark took this picture.  
Tad Messenger, Laurie Biswell and Jesse Kern were volunteering when this picture was taken.

 There’s a lot to be said about group consciousness.  When directed and high-minded, 
something the School of Metaphysics is noted for, focusing individual intelligence toward a 
common aspiration generates a powerful attractor field and an elevation in the calibration of 
the group and all its parts.  This can be seen in the individual student’s progression through 
the lessons, in a branch that is steadily growing in its service in the community where the 
students live, and in the School as a whole, functioning Being on this planet.
 It is this quantum level of reality that was at work in SOM a couple years ago when 
the College class decided to put on a FUNdraiser called “Survey says!”  It was a take-off on 
the TV Family Feud game show.  All SOM students were polled to create a question/answer 
format for the game to be played during an open campus weekend.  One of those questions 
was:  
 “In which country, outside the United States, will intuitive reports first be given?”  

 The survey said: Australia.  By more than 50%.  
 
On December 9, 2009, the prophecy came true.
 And a door opened.
 
I think I speak for every member of the delegation when I say we are increasingly pleased to 
have represented the School of Metaphysics in Australia.  We spoke at Parliament, we offered 
THE INVITATION in the city, and we gave Intuitive Reports.  We walked through that door 
and here we begin sharing our accounts of what is on the other side.
 May these be a Light on your path and a joy in your heart.  We send our circle of love 
to you.  
 Barbara Condron, editor and SOM graduate 1979 

(About the picture of Australia on page 1)  Patron of the arts Tad Messenger brought back an Aboriginal 
print which he intended to hang at the Gatehouse where he resides on the College campus.  Upon open-
ing it on his return, he realized that with its potent energies, it needs to be shared by all.  The print now 
hangs in the Great Room of the Center for Student Life, in the space our Living Peaceably PreParliament 
banner occupied last year.  Evolution.  Conscious co-creation.
 Each day, the energy field is building.  I experience it every time I walk through the room.  The 
map of the world on an adjacent wall is glowing, like the Sikh map in the Exhibit area of Parliament, as 
more people awake.
 This I know, Melbourne residents are open, able, and ready to learn about Mind.  So are many of 
the people from other cities around the world who we met at Parliament.  With your help and support, we 
will be able to share SOM teachings and intuitive reports wherever and whenever the need arises. 
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I attended the Parliament of the World’s 
Religions in Chicago in 1993.  At that 
Parliament, I learned a little bit about 
religions I had never heard of before:  
the Sikhs, the Zoroastrians, the Brahma 
Kumaris, for example.  I met people 
who were doing interfaith work in some 
of the cities where we have SOM branch 
centers.  So, as the 2009 Parliament of 
the World’s Religions approached, I was 
anticipating an enriching experience.
 My Ideal for this Parlia-
ment was to be in the presence of God 
through my interactions with other 
people.  I wanted to allow the Creator’s 
light to shine through me, and for this 
purpose I entreated the Creator to use 
my mind, hands, voice and heart.  I 
wanted to connect with the Divinity 
in each person I met.  Even though 
the prospect of travel to Australia was 
intriguing, sightseeing was not my top 
priority.  I was there to meet people.   
–Laurel Clark

BEING THERE

This journey to Australia was, I believe, a turning point for our 
Alexandra.  We went there as a family with the intention of 

clarifying our ideals and our next steps in life.  
I went with the personal ideal of being a stu-
dent of spiritual leadership so I can help others 
develop and maintain their inner connection.  
As the days unfolded I could sense especially in 
Alexandra an ease with travel and being in new 
circumstances.  
 Every day presented some new challenge, some 
new adventure, some new frustration.  And we 
met each one and found learning and growth.  
Just getting on the right tram or going up the 
elevators or ordering food gave her little bits of 

authority and experience in the ambiguity of traveling in an-
other country.  Christine and I both agree that travel is very 
important for our children, to expose them to the uncertainty 
that travel brings, and to give them ample experience meeting 
that uncertainty with an open mind, with humor, with grace, 
and with decisiveness.  Learning early the art of making choic-
es has greatly contributed to Alexandra having accelerated 
growth as well as helping her maintain her inner connection.
  I think all School of Metaphysics students should 
travel periodically.  I think travel in general has tremendous 
benefits for the soul.  And I don’t mean just traveling to and 
from the College of Metaphysics or other branches.  I mean 
traveling outside the country, to a culture decidedly different 
from our own.  Having traveled to many countries throughout 
my life, I can say that every trip has changed me in remark-
able ways.  I have learned and practiced in my travels simple, 
yet profound things such as finding my way in a strange land, 
making friends across cultures, openness to trying new things, 
interpreting value differently, universal humor, expanding my 
perspectives, challenging belief systems, independence, au-
tonomy, decisiveness, and so many more qualities.

  Now on top of the benefits of travel-
ing, I think traveling with a higher purpose 
is even more fulfilling.  Going on delegations to 
India, to South Africa and now to Australia I had the honor of 
giving my time, energy and service for the benefit first of the 
people we met, and then for this School we all love.  Of course 
as I give my time and energy with higher purposes, I automati-
cally benefit in building selflessness and service. 
– Paul Madar

Peace
is our

Birthright
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Being present at the World’s Parliament of Religions was 
like being in the presence of the many faces of God.  I had only 
imagined what it would be like to be at this event.  I had heard 
the stories of those who attended the parliament in Chicago in 
1993.  I knew that I could receive from people from all walks of 
life.  I wanted the opportunity to be in their pres-
ence and share their stories.  I appreciate learn-
ing the Universal Language of Mind so when I 
learn about a religious practice I can see how the 
differences in religion are just different perspectives of the same 
thing.  I am reminded of a story about six blind men who were 
asked to determine what an elephant looked like by feeling differ-
ent parts of the elephant’s body.
 The blind man who feels a leg says the elephant is like a 
pillar; the one who feels the tail says the elephant is like a rope; 
the one who feels the trunk says the elephant is like a tree branch; 
the one who feels the ear says the elephant is like a hand fan; the 
one who feels the belly says the elephant is like a wall; and the 
one who feels the tusk says the elephant is like a solid pipe.
 A wise man explains to them:  “All of you are right. The 
reason every one of you is telling it differently is because each 
one of you touched different part of the elephant. So, actually the 
elephant has all the features you mentioned.”
 What I experienced the most was the truth spoken in 
the Universal Peace Covenant that “All people desire those things 
that make for peace”.  I believe this conference is a way where 
everyone can share their vision of how peace can come to be.  I 
experienced this in those who presented, the volunteers, and 
through people I met briefly in the halls. 
– Laurie Biswell, Third Cycle Student, COM

All People Desire Peace
I arrived in Melbourne, Australia on Decem-
ber 1st, 2009.  I met many wonderful people 
on my way to Australia. 
 One of my first meetings of those who 
were attending the Parliament was a couple I 
met while waiting for the bus to take me to the 
place where many of the delegates were stay-
ing, the Short Stay apartments.  I was unfamil-
iar with the bus system and wanted to know if 
I was going the right way.  The couple said they 
were going to that very place.  
 We began to share our stories of how 
and why we were attending the Parliament.  I 
decided to help them with their luggage.  The 
gentleman was grateful because he had a sore 
back.  As we traveled the twenty-five minute 
trip from the airport I got to know the couple 
more.  I shared with them the Universal Peace 
Covenant.  They shared the many trips they 
had taken and I enjoyed the moment of hear-

ing of their wonderful tales from the 
other parliaments they had attended.  
We parted ways when we arrived at 
out destination, yet it would not be 
the last time I would see them.  
 Out of the approximately 
5500 attendees and the many people 

around the city, I would meet 
this couple again, over 7 
times in an 8 day period.  
I discovered this couple serves on the 
Board of Trustees and works with the 
volunteers for the council.   
– Laurie Biswell

Laurie Biswell (seated) is in the center of the action.  Volunteering is 
THE way to make yourself at home in any event.  The friendships you make can 
last a lifetime, you help build the reputation of SOM as leaders in any situation 
thus paving the way for future opportunities for yourself and others.  “Peace is 
achieved by those who fulfill their part of a greater plan.”  
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I saw hope in the PreParliament experience in Chicago (December, 
2008).  I met wonderful people, worked along side them, and learned 
about different cultures and religions from presenters which helped 
me to appreciate what they had to offer to our planet.  That day is the 
day I learned that the main Parliament which is only held every 5 
years would be held the next year in Melbourne, Australia. 
 Australia had been a destination I wanted to experience for 
many years.  It was one of those moments that felt too good to be true.  
I knew I had to be a part of this. As the months passed other things 
in life came up.  My youngest sister got married which meant I had to 
put out a lot of cash for gifts, showers, parties, a dress, travel, etc.   My 
car stopped working and I had to buy a new one since I rely on a car 
for transportation.  Other things came up.  I started thinking that I 
will not make it to Australia this year.  It would cost way too much. 

 I had a moment of clarity one day af-
ter much meditation on the subject. I realized I 
was limiting myself with my thoughts.  Of course I wouldn’t make it 
to Australia this year if I kept thinking this way.  I decided right then 
and there that I WAS going to Australia.  I would make it happen and 
it would happen.  I knew that’s all it would take. 
 For me to make a decision was granting me the power to 
make it happen.  It was such a freeing realization and very empower-
ing.  Once I decided I was going, that was it.  Next thing was to figure 
out how. 
 Everything seemed to come together once I had made the 
decision.  I made sure to save enough vacation days at work, to save 
enough money for the plane ticket and the registration fees for the 
conference.  I decided to volunteer for the conference which meant I 
would have a significant discount on registration fees.  That was an-
other great decision.  Not just because of the money but because of the 
opportunity of experience it would provide. 
 Because I was a volunteer, I was able to take advantage of the 
home-stay program they had set up.  I was going to stay in someone’s 
home for 8 nights and only have to pay the $50 application fee.  Every-
thing was just falling into place to manifest exactly what I wanted. 
 – Erin Collins, First Cycle Student, Chicago

VOLUNTEERING

I originally wanted to stay in Louisville, though 
I felt at the time that I had made commitments 

to THE INVITATION cast and needed to follow 
through on those commitments.  I felt I had a 

lot going on in Louisville and that the trip was 
too much money for me and the wrong time.  I 

went because I had agreed to in the past when I 
was in a different place physically, emotionally, 
and mentally.  When it was time to leave I was 

ready, and I let go.  I let go and enjoyed my trip, 
sending regular emails to my director-in-training 

and my teacher and area director, maintaining 
a healthy line of attention on the SOM center in 

Louisville while I was in Australia.  
 

It helped me to expand my consciousness and 
receive a more global perspective.  This trip 

stimulated me in many ways to imagine how to 
be a world server, how to be a global leader, and 
how to let go and allow, to enJOY my life.  I used 

the space to meditate, to exercise mentally and 
physically, which I love, both.  I walked a lot and 
rode public transportation, enjoyed peaceful rou-

tines in a different country, made new friends, 
saw the magnetic potential of intuitive research, 

received deeply the profundity of Still Mind, 
Present Moment, and Open Heart.  

 
I enjoyed my trip, many of my students com-

mented upon my return that my heart seemed 
more open, and I seemed brighter.  I feel more 

wisdom.  It helped to cultivate a fresh perspective 
in my consciousness.  I am grateful for the op-

portunity, and for my teachers, friends, and com-
panions on this global journey, thank you all.

–  Jesse Reece, Second Cycle Student, Louisville  

...an idea whose      
      time has come
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Throughout my life I have found that being of service has provided me with 
great fulfillment.  Volunteering at the Parliament of the World’s Religions, 
provided space to meet some very fascinating individuals.  I know that sev-
eral of the people that each of us met through this avenue are and will con-
tinue to be friends of the School of Metaphysics. 
 There is a continued appreciation that I have for the work that we do 
especially since all of us give from a place of service and love knowing that in 
return our souls will be richer.  This is a unique idea in our world since most 
are motivated by material gain instead of soul enrichment.
 One of my duties as a volunteer was to man the registration desk.  I 

found that I was able to bring some stability to this area.  It appeared that there were many times when the 
people in charge did not know what to do with us volunteers, so my initiative to seek areas where I could 
be of assistance helped those in charge to relax. 

 I was able to meet a lot of interesting people from around the 
world.   You just never know who you might meet when your heart is open.  That day, I was able to 
help Michael Beckwith and his wife Rickie.  I said to Michael, “I know you, you were in the movie The 
Secret.”   He immediately turned to his wife and told me that she was leading a group of people who would 
be offering their music at the Sacred Music Presentation.   
 I soon found out what a powerfully inspiring group of spiritual singers the Agape choir is.  Rickie 
was especially attractive to me.  I had the good fortune of being able to see the Agape Choir sing in a 
smaller room the day before the Sacred Music performance.   When Rickie got up in front of the room 
she commanded the attention of the whole group.  She was able to get all of us involved.  She said music 
is much more than sitting back and listening; that when each and every one of us is a part of it, it fills our 
whole being.  She got us all singing.  
 After the Sacred Music performance the next evening, I went to bed with the music from one of 
Agape’s songs in my thoughts, “I want to live in a wholy, holy way.  I want to serve in a wholy, holy way.  
I want to love in a wholy, holy way.”   I woke up with the same words in my mind.  They stayed with me 
all day and when I ran in to Paul Madar, he had said that he too was singing the words in his head. Just 
sharing this with you right now activates the memory of the experience.
 My desire is for the Agape Choir to get to know us because I think that we could collective-
ly do what we all came to do. Faith Rivera, one of the 
members of the Agape Choir, sang at the Unity Church 
where the School of Metaphysics presented THE INVI-
TATION.  She couldn’t stay because she had rehears-
als for the concert, and she was disappointed that she 
was going to miss the presentation.  I assured her that 
I would send her a DVD so that she could experience 
it, at least in one form.  I imagine the spaces and places 
where this can go.   I also think that Rickie would love to 
hear the music on the Hope CD, knowing that different 
Holy Works inspired it.  What will Michael Beckwith 
think when he reads The Law of Attraction and other 
Secrets of Visualization?
 I received from this is that we are all connected and we all can illuminate the planet in greater 
ways as we discover each other and make a more secure connection.   With this many doors can be open 
to allow many people to walk in.  –Sheila Benjamin, SOM graduate 1994
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Enlightened service brings peace...
One of the tasks involved moving program books from 
a pallet into a room.  There were about 4,000 books 
weighing a few pounds each (with over 600 offerings, 
the program books were sizeable!)  They were delivered by a truck and deposited on 
pallets on the floor of a large gymnasium-type room.  They needed to be transferred to 
another office-like room that could be locked overnight.
 About eight of us were moving the books in the beginning.  After awhile four of 
the people left, having finished their volunteer shift for the day.  That left two young men, 
a college-age young woman, Dr. Sheila Benjamin, and me.  Then two older men arrived, 
both originally from Bombay, India.  Phiroz currently lives in Bombay and is head of an 
organization that raises money to give to organizations that serve the poor.  Shekhar lives 
now in Australia and is involved in a project to have people write letters of gratitude and 
peace on a long scroll of paper that he delivers to government leaders or people in need.  
The two men had just met.
 When Phiroz and Shekhar joined in the project to move books from one place to 
another, the young men disappeared.  Shekhar suggested setting up an assembly line, with 
two people lifting the books from the pallets, handing them to one person in a line who 
would then hand the books to another, give them to another and then the last person would 
stack the books where they needed to go.  The project was a little tedious with the repeti-
tive motion and huge volume of books, but once we had a rhythm established it seemed 
to move quickly.
 The young woman said that it didnʼt seem very efficient to do it the way we were 
doing it, and it was not ergonomically correct to do the same motion over and over.  Shek-

har smiled a warm and radiant smile and said, “Ah, but think of how many 
people’s consciousness is on each book when we do it this way.  
And the people who receive the books will receive all of that consciousness.   Thatʼs what 
this is all about, isnʼt it?”
 I told him I agreed.  I also let him know that I am with the School of Metaphysics 
and that we teach about the power of thought.  
 Later in the day I pulled out a piece of paper from my pocket and showed him the 
affirmation I had been carrying with me and saying for a few weeks:  “My thoughts are 
pure.  I control my thoughts with love and respect.”
 He smiled and asked me if I had ever heard of the Brahma Kumaris.  I told him 
that I had heard of them; in fact, that I had heard of them at the 1993 Parliament of the 
Worldʼs Religions but didnʼt know anything of their philosophy.  He said, “We believe 
that there is one God and we are all brothers and sisters.  We are kind to one another, and 
see the soul in each person.  By developing soul consciousness we can love one another 
and fulfill our duty to God.”  I asked him how they develop soul consciousness, and he 
said, “through meditation and silence.  Meditation is the way.” 
              – Laurel Clark, SOM graduate, 1994
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PRESENTING

The Still Mind, 
     Emptiness, and 
           Divine Love
by Dr. Daniel Condron

Tuesday, December 8, 2009, was the day scheduled for my teaching during the 
morning observance from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.  Th e title of my teaching being THE 
STILL MIND, EMPTINESS, and DIVINE LOVE.
 I had thought about how to condense the teachings of the Th e Still Mind, 
Present Moment, Open Heart from a day-long teaching to one hour.  By stilling 
my mind, the answer of what I was to do and how to do it came to me.
 I began by telling those attending of my life and the steps and leaps in 
spiritual understanding I had achieved.  Th en I asked everyone to say to the per-
son on their left  the following words, “Th ank you.  Gratitude.”  Th en the second 
person would say the same thing.  Th is process continued for fi ve minutes.  
 Th en we sat in still mind, open-eyed meditation.   
 For the second step, I asked everyone to say to themselves, “I ask for for-
giveness”, outloud for fi ve minutes.  I explained that the forgiveness could be for 
themselves, the world, or whoever they think has hurt them.  Th at is the beauty 
and power of this statement.  It works at whatever level one is willing to receive.  
Th en we sat in the emptiness of the present moment.
 Th e third step of my teaching was to have the people turn to their right 
and say to the person, “I love you”, and then the person receiving was to say, “I 
love you” in return.  Th is continued for fi ve minutes.  
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Tad and I had volunteered to set up the book 
and information table for this morning obser-
vance given by Dr. Daniel Condron.  We arrived 
early, and once we had the books and brochures 
laid out people began to come.  We drew quite 
a crowd with the books, talked to many people 
inviting them to join the still mind practice.  I 
saw two of the people I had invited, gave one a 
hug, and then suggested a book for one of them 
to pick up aft er the session.  
 Th e room began to fi ll up.  Dr. Daniel 
requested the door stay open, so it was easy for 
latecomers to enter with little noise.  Tad and I 
stayed out in the corridor while Dr. Daniel led 
the people in the still mind practices.  
Aft erwards people came to the table 
and we gave away all the books there.  
People were grateful to receive them.  
I saw one of the people I had invited 
later in the day and he thanked me 
for inviting him. – Pam Blosser

Dr. Daniel led the participants through 
several exercises on love and forgiveness.  
People appreciated it.  I spoke with a man 

aft erwards who said he drove 
an hour and a half to get to 
the session, and he was upset 
that he got caught in traffi  c 
and arrived late.  By the time 
the session was over, he felt 
much more calm and relaxed.  
As it turns out, he is a docu-
mentary fi lm-maker and was 

partly responsible for Ronda Byrne’s success 
in making the fi lm, Th e Secret.  (You may 
or may not know that Ms. Byrne is from 
Australia.)  He was attending the Parlia-
ment to do a documentary on a monk, and 
thought that Dr. Daniel’s teachings would 
be a good thing for him to experience. 
–Laurel Clark

 Following this, everyone sat in stillness with 
closed eyes and received my open heart of Divine 
Love to whatever degree they were capable and 
willing.  Th ey also could receive from each other, 
or the Divine, or the All.  All these things were 
possible and many wonderful things occurred.  
 Many people came up to me aft er the teaching 
was complete and thanked me and said how much 
they had received.  Some had tears in their eyes as 
they recounted the details of their deeply reward-
ing experience.  In the time that remained of the 

Parliament of World’s Religions, people would come up to me and tell me just how 
much they had received and to thank me.  
 Th e room was completely fi lled for the teaching and I was fulfi lled.  I can see, 
foresee, visualize, and perceive this new teaching spreading all over planet Earth 
enlightening and uplift ing the consciousness of all the people.  Th e still mind, pres-
ent moment, open heart is the key to knowing the whole self and the whole mind.  
It is also the key to world peace.•
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During Dr. Barbara Condron’s panel of 
10 women discussing Inner Peace, again 
there was much joy and love.  These women 
had a wealth of wisdom and experience.  
Some were youthful and full of promise.  
Others were calm, disciplined and full of 
understanding and wisdom.  Dr. Barbara 
was brilliant and shared her Christhood, 
representing the Christian faith as well as 
the Universal Truth. – Tad Messenger

Elisheva Salamo (Jewish), Jessi Kaur (Sikh), Chang Wu Shi (Buddhist), Anisa 
Buckley (Islam), Prabhu Duneja (Hindu), unidentified, Michelle Mueller (Pangan), 
Barbara Condron (Christian), Chang Shen Shi (Buddhist), Pritpal Kaur from Tony 
Blair s̓ foundation.

I am honored to be in the company of these esteemed colleagues today.
 At the 1993 Parliament, a daily part of the gathering was a noontime Par-
liament of the People.  We had the opportunity to meet in groups like this to 
dialogue, to ask questions and to listen, to give and to receive. A document 
which ultimately came from that Parliament - the Universal Peace Covenant says - 
“The open exchange of ideas is necessary for discovery, for well-being, for growth, 
for progress whether within one person or among many.”  
 I am humbled to have been chosen as a voice for Christianity at this Par-
liament of the World’s Religions.  
 Some Christians might take exception to my representing Christianity 
today.  Having come from a place of separation in faith I can understand such a 
viewpoint.  
 Yet, as I contemplated my thoughts for today, it occurred that my religious 
journey is similar to that of a man I have grown to admire and hold in high regard.  
That man is Mohandas K. Gandhi.  Gandhi’s mother was a devout Jain who gave 
him the discipline and virtue of a moral compass.  It was in his young adult years 
while studying in England that he was introduced to the Bhagavad Gita and the 
Bible, and the world of Universal Truth opened to him.  
 I began with the Bible, and when I studied at the School of Metaphys-
ics in America, I learned of the Bhagavad Gita and the teachings of the Jain, the 
Tao, the Dhammapada, and others.  As my heart filled, my mind opened and my 
eyes could see the connections between all the great religions.  Just yesterday, in a 
youth session I attended with my son, a young speaker said, “If I ask someone in 
the front of the room to direct me to the exit, she will tell me to turn around and 
walk 30 paces.  If I ask someone in the back of the room where the exit is, he will 
say turn to my right and walk 6 steps.  Others will give other directions, according 
to their relative position, and all will be correct from their point of view.  The exit 
remains what it is and where it is.”  So it is with soul growth and spiritual progres-
sion.  There are many paths to one destination.  Revering them all is Interfaith, 
and this is the religion of my middle years.

The Search for Inner Peace
Dr. Barbara Condron’s ten minute address

Multifaith Views 
from 

Women around the World
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Fulfillment 
of our 

Potential 
both Human,
and Divine

 Christianity is the religion of my incarnation, given to me by my family as 
a guide for my Spirit and a Light on my path in this world.  My life was dedicated 
to the Lord when I was 3 months old during a tent revival conducted by my grand-
father, a faith healing evangelist.  The Christianity of my youth is a very personal 
religion, one of conversion, of change.  It asks that you invite Lord Jesus into your 
heart so he may transform you.
 In our efforts for world peace, the first world and the last is Self.  We have 
only to learn to live with Self, to make peace with Self and our Maker.  So we must 
desire to transform the human spirit, to reclaim our divinity.  This is the message 
of Lord Jesus.
 And so the responsibility of a Christian begins with being a Christ.  
 The responsibility of a Buddhist begins with being a Buddha.  
 The responsibility of a Hindu begins with being a Krishna.  
 So I come to you today as a Christ, a Buddha, a Krishna, anointed with 
the responsibility of the dozens whose vision is the Universal Peace Covenant, the 
hundreds whose efforts sustain its life, and the thousands whose breath intones 
the words like a prayer.
 I come not because I am an authority on the religions which grew from 
the teachings of the great masters, rather it is because I am willing to receive the 
truth they lived.  

 I come as a voice of conscience and of reason.
 When Jesus was born, the story goes, the angels proclaimed, “Peace on 
earth, goodwill toward men.”  Jesus came in peace.  This is where the conscious-
ness of the Christian begins.  Because most find their daily peace disrupted, the 
first stage on the path is learning to live in gratitude and prayer.  By seeking to 
forgive, we learn to love our neighbor as we love ourselves which brings peace into 
the world. This change of Reconciliation is the first stage, the transfiguration of the 
heart.
 Through his life and teaching as recorded in the gospels, Jesus lives the 
Resurrection of consciousness.  This is stage 2.
 Stage 3 is the Revelation of Jesus the Christ which brings the New Heav-
en and the New Earth.  The Revelation is to be the experience of every 
thinker.  We must, as Gandhi so succinctly conveyed, “Be the change we 
would see.”  
 At an excellent session on the “Faces of Peace”, Dr. Homi Dhal-
la, a Zoroastrian priest, observed that “if we do not teach peace to our 
youth, someone will teach them violence.”  For this reason, we invite you 
to participate in the great work of peace education. 
 Toward this end I share part of my son’s newest film on the mak-
ing of the Healing Wall.  On the retaining wall of the Peace Dome is a 
relief map of the world that awaits your loving participation so it may be trans-
formed into a Healing Wall, a fulfillment of our potential, both human and di-
vine.
 Each morning at 5:30 am faculty and students at the College of Meta-
physics come to the Peace Dome to recite the Universal Peace Covenant.  It is a 
heartbeat for peace in this new age, for truly “Living peaceably begins by thinking 
peacefully.”  We invite people of all faiths to join us.•

Scenes (below) from Septem-
ber 5, 2009, Living Peaceably 

PreParliament event at the 
Peace Dome on the College of 

Metaphysics campus in the U.S.
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The Crown Jewels of Consciousness 
Th e story of how this interactive session came into be-
ing is an example of the Universal Laws in motion, and 
I intend to tell it when all of our stories are placed into a 
book a few weeks from now.  For now let me say how per-
fectly the title fi t with Australia (being a part of the British 
crown) and even the environs of the Melbourne Conven-
tion Center – located across the street was the Crown ca-
sino!  Th e pairs of opposites are always with us during our 
journeys on this earthly plane.  
 I am forever grateful to Paul Madar for confi ding 
in Sheila who then alerted me that this pro-
gram was accepted and scheduled.  None 
of us had any time for additional prepara-
tion.  We only had time to be I AM.  Th at 
was perfectly harmonious.  Th e evolution 
of the Kundalini material in the Sri Yantra 
form of Six Emotional Doorways to Love 
made its debut, all the SOM graduates were 
given a platform for their voice to be heard 
and several CPWR participants were able 
to assimilate their week-long experiences 
in the capable and skilled hands of the best Psi Counselors on the planet!   
 We are blessed and I am full of thanks to Rev. Dirk Ficca for being a 
LIGHTning rod for the evolving of religion, to Grove Harris of CPWR for 
the prompt to reframe my proposal, to Paul, to my colleagues in conscious-
ness education who stood with me today, to my husband who teaches me 
kindness and my son who teaches me tolerance.  
Namaste.  –Barbara Condron

CONCENTRATION  Th is may sound trivial, 
yet it is an interesting insight I had that I can tie to practicing concentration 
exercises for twenty years.   Australia is one of those countries that drives on the 
“wrong side of the road” from our American perspective.  I lived in another one 
of those countries, Ireland, while I was in college.  I remember how disorienting 
it was to be in a country with the traffi  c going in opposite directions.  At times I 
felt almost dizzy and would get confused about where to look or walk in regards 
to the traffi  c.
 I noticed in Australia that I adjusted easily to the change in direction of 
the traffi  c.  At fi rst I attributed it to having lived in Ireland, a bit like ‘you never 
forget how to ride a bike’.  Aft er a few days of observing and walking around the 
city I discerned that it was not memory that was making it easier for me, it was 
concentration.  My concentration is much better than when I was 20 years old 
and therefore it is easier to adjust to anything in my environment. 
                                                                       – Christine Madar, SOM graduate 2004

Daniel and Christine meet with 
Rev. James Trapp from Unity Vil-

lage in KC area at the New Th ought 
symposium.  Many new friends 
were made in these short days.

Th ree 
Universal 
Spiritual
Practices
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MEDITATION 

Dr. Barbara Condron gave a half-hour 
presentation on the Mind and consciousness 
then had the audience separate into smaller 
groups to participate in discussion groups on 
dreams and consciousness, led by Dr. Daniel 

Condron, Dr. Sheila Benjamin, Dr. Pam Blosser, Dr. Christine Madar, and 
myself.  Th e participants, who by the last day were ready to talk and full of 
questions, welcomed this.  In my group we spoke some about dreams and 
also about other aspects of metaphysics, including intuition and how to 
keep it alive.  One participant said that he used to be guided by strong inner 
voices that seemed to have gone away.  We spoke about the importance of 
concentration and meditation, to be quiet in the outer mind in order to listen 
to the inner mind.  Th e daily distractions of noise, cell phones, traffi  c, and 
being “busy” with activity keeps the mind busy.  Th is made sense to him and 
the others in the group, and many were interested in knowing how they could 
pursue a School of Metaphysics education. – Laurel Clark

Condron, Dr. Sheila Benjamin, Dr. Pam Blosser, Dr. Christine Madar, and 
myself.  Th e participants, who by the last day were ready to talk and full of 
questions, welcomed this.  In my group we spoke some about dreams and 
also about other aspects of metaphysics, including intuition and how to 
keep it alive.  One participant said that he used to be guided by strong inner 
voices that seemed to have gone away.  We spoke about the importance of 
concentration and meditation, to be quiet in the outer mind in order to listen 
to the inner mind.  Th e daily distractions of noise, cell phones, traffi  c, and 
being “busy” with activity keeps the mind busy.  Th is made sense to him and 
the others in the group, and many were interested in knowing how they could 
pursue a School of Metaphysics education. – Laurel Clark

VISUALIZATION    Th e last morning of the Parliament I was 
standing in the hallway with Dr. Laurel Clark and Dr. Barbara Condron.  Dr. Sheila Ben-
jamin walked up to the group and announced that Barbara would be giving a presentation 
at 11:30 that morning.  Th ere was a moment of silence as all received this information.  We 
followed Sheila over to the message board and saw the announcement of the session given 
by “Dr. Barbara Condron and other teachers from the School of Metaphysics”.  Barbara in-
structed us to let the others know.  I thought of this as a divine happening.  None of us had 
time to bring any preparation through into our conscious minds.  We would be relying on 
our experiences, understanding and wisdom.
 Dr. Barbara spoke about concentration, meditation and visualization as the three 
crown jewels found in any religion.  She spoke about how dream interpretation is a valuable 
way to learn about the Self.  Th en we moved into smaller groups where each of the Doctors 
of Metaphysics could lead a discussion and interpret dreams.  
 Th e group I led was hungry.  I could feel their longing, their thirst, and now they 
were standing at the oasis and could drink.  “Come all you who are thirsty...”  Th ey were 
eager to understand how the diff erent divisions of the mind worked together to produce 
enlightenment.  Th ey appreciated the opportunity to ask questions, receive feedback and 
enter into dialogue.  I could see this session was perfect to be one of the last ones presented.  
It helped to draw together much of what had been learned about the separate faiths and 
practices.  What had been held separate was now coming together into a universal realm of 
how the Mind works for all people no matter what race, faith or culture.  As we concluded a 
member of my group approached me and told me this had been the best session she had at-
tended.  I mentally thanked Dr. Barbara for holding in her mind that there would be a place 
for those in the School of Metaphysics to have a place to give to those at the Parliament.
 I am honored to have represented the School of Metaphysics at the Parliament of 
the World’s Religions!  – Pam Blosser
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RECEIVING

I had the pleasure of meeting many indigenous 
peoples including some Native Americans.  The 
one that made the biggest impression on me was 
Chief Oren Lyons from the Onondaga Tribe of the 
Iroquois (French) Nation.  They call themselves 
the people of the longhouses and are the ones who, 
with the Peacemaker’s help created a confederacy 
on which the founding fathers of the United States 
used to create the Republic of USA.  Their gov-
ernment has lasted for thousands of years.  One 
thing that I will always remember is his look.  He 
reminded me of what I imagine of a visionary like 
George Washington, a person that looks with deep 
thoughts that encompass not only the communi-
ty, but also the world, and the universe.  He said 

that when any leader 
makes a decision, 
they first bring it to 
council and always 
take into account for 
seven generations.  
He mentioned the 
problem of the lead-
ers today is that they 
don’t even take into 
consideration their 
grandchildren.  They 

only look to the immediate short-term benefits.  
He said his people came to make Peace, to teach 
it and be the peacemakers for the planet.  After-
wards, I introduced myself to him, gave him the 
book, Peacemakers, and said that I wanted him to 
see that others honored and taught peace.  I also 
gave him the Universal Peace Covenant.  He asked 
me to write my name down and my phone num-
ber and said that he would take this to council and 
then call me.  I shook his hand, looked deep within 
his soul, and said, “Thank you for being who you 
are.”  There was a sense of recognition, a sense of 
timelessness that will forever be with me.  I was in 
love. – Tad Messenger

Liberty in tranquility

When I got on the bus, I sat in the first available seat 
next to a woman.  After a couple of minutes, I asked 
her where she was from.  She said she was a massage 
therapist from Tasmania.  As we talked, we soon real-
ized that we were attracted to sit with each other, meet 
each other for a reason.  As I talked about the SOM, 
Permanent Healing, and what we teach about “thought 
is cause” she became more and more excited and open.  
Her husband had studied in USA at Amherst and Ho-
bart in neuro-physiology.  It turned out she had relatives 
in Buffalo, and Rochester, New York (where I was born).  
When we separated we exchanged email addresses and 
I told her that I wanted to send her the book Permanent 
Healing.  I sent her an email the next day because I 
realized I would need her address to mail her the book.  
This is her reply.

Good morning Tad,
  Thank you for your email, I enjoyed the 
Fleetwood Mac concert immensely.  They were great!  

Meeting you has been an inspiration and 
has opened a window in my mind, a kind 
of awakening has occurred.  Uncanningly I 
was telling one of my clients about this experience and she 
asked if she could have the name of the web site you gave 
me, asked me your name and as it occurs she exclaimed, 
“I know that name.”  Her name is Simone R. and she said 
that she has attended a workshop that you were taking.  A 
well-traveled lady to the USA and around the world.  What 
a small world we live in when this happens.  Quite amaz-
ing, it’s a reminder the importance of communication.  It’s 
a great feeling to feel truly connected.
  Thank you for your kindness and generosity.  It 
would be wonderful if you could come visit us here in 
Tasmania sometime.  Enjoy Melbourne, all the wonderful 
people and conference.
 All my best wishes and Thank you
 Hedi

This is a wonderful story that demonstrates how easy it 
is to attract situations where we can receive stones from 
every country in the world 
for the healing wall, because 
we all know people who 
know people, who know peo-
ple from every country in the 
world.  Communicate.  Ask.  
Open heart.  Love. – Tad
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I was searching for the room for the next ses-
sion I had planned to attend, “Christian Action 
and Witness for the Environment: What You 
Can do When you go Home.”  I walked past 
a room, and a smiling woman was standing at 
the door with a picture and a caption about big 
business harming small Latin American coun-

tries.  I smiled back and kept walking, not thinking this was the 
room I was destined for.  When I saw the room numbers on the 
next rooms, I realized this was the room I was looking for.  The 
title of the session didn’t match the woman’s poster, but I walked 
up to her and said, “This is the room I’m looking for.”  She gave 
me a big smile, welcoming me in. 
 I found out the friendly lady’s name was Margareta Dahlin 
Johahnsson, pastor of Peace Lutheran Church in Danville, CA.  
She and Steve Harms, Senior Pastor of Peace Lutheran Church 
were part of a panel.  Their presentation dealt with how they are 
aiding indigenous people in Ecuador to regain their clean envi-

ronment from Chevron Oil Company.  The history, as they told it, was that 
Chevron Oil Company went into Ecuador to drill for oil.  Chevron negotiated 
with the government of Ecuador that they would either pump the waste and 
toxins from the drilling back down into the ground, a practice they do in the 
United States, or give the Ecuadorian government $3.00 for every gallon of 
oil they received from the drilling.  The Ecuador government chose the latter 
leaving Chevron to dump the toxins and waste onto the land and in the rivers 
of Ecuador.  Now there is no clean water in Ecuador resulting in diseases such 
as cancer and leukemia as well as stillbirths and birth defects.  Rev. Steve and 
Rev. Magareta are part of a movement to speak for the people of Ecuador in 
the court system so the land can get cleaned up.  
 As the session continued I asked myself what had attracted me to this 
session.  It wasn’t what I had expected it to be.  I read over the description and 
bios of the speakers and for the fist time noticed the friendly lady was from 
Sweden and had worked with children.  I thought to myself I must introduce 
myself to her after the session and tell her about THE INVITATION as well 
as give her a copy of one of the School’s publications, How to Raise an Indigo 
Child.  
 After the session finished, I introduced myself to Margareta.  I told 
her about THE INVITATION, a play the School of Metaphysics would be 
presenting at the Unity Church on Sunday and that I played Alva Myrdal, a 
Swedish sociologist and Nobel Peace Laureate.  She immediately was thrilled 
to hear that and said that as a young girl growing up in Sweden she admired 
Alva Myrdal greatly.  In that moment such a deep connection was made, and 
it was because of Alva.  Alva had brought me together with this big-hearted 
woman, and now because of Alva we were like sisters.  All the admiration, 
respect and love we had for Alva was transferred one to the other.  In that mo-
ment I knew why I had attended this session!  This was the reason!  I told her 
more about the presentation the next day and invited her to THE INVITA-
TION at the Unity Church.  She copied down all the information.   I hugged 
her, then saw her later in the corridor and gave her another hug.
 The next day when we started our presentation and I got up to deliver 
the first part of Alva’s talk, I looked out into the audience, and there about 
halfway back on the left side near the door, sat Margareta and Steve.  
– Pam Blosser

 I met many wonderful people as 
a volunteer.  It was like meeting 
those I have met many lifetimes 
before.  We had an immediate 
sense of long time relations.  I 
met a woman who I had cor-
responded with before arriv-
ing in Melbourne.  We met on 
facebook.  It was a pure joy to 
meet her face to face.  I believe 
it was my interaction with her 
combined with looking at the 
Jain art I saw on the wall the next 
day that entered into my con-
sciousness that contributed to the 
dream I would have on the third 
night I was in Australia.

In my dream, I was practic-
ing the faith of Jainism.  I was 
careful to watch my steps and 
walked very cautiously in order 
not to disturb any living thing.  
I had met up with Dr. Barbara 
Condron who encouraged me.  I 
then met with Ivy (my teacher) 
who did the same.  I was on a 
empty street that partly was fa-
miliar and part of the new area 
I recently had walked in Hamp-
ton.  Every breath, I noticed I 
needed to have a mask.

This dream was a reminder of be-
ing present with my experiences.  
Each moment I had at this event 
was precious.  
–Laurie Biswell

We learn to love our neighbors
 as we love ourselves

bringing peace into the world
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I had practiced and offered the invitation many times.  This one would be different. I would 
be dressed in civilian clothing and  I would use my own voice.  I would be delivering Mother 
Teresa’s words from my own self as if I was reading her speech.   I found in some ways Mother 
Teresa to be even more profound to me when I was speaking her words.  I think it was because I 
was hearing Mother Teresa’s words from a different perspective.

 At the Unity church in Melbourne each of the 
cast members in THE INVITATION were seated 
in the audience throughout the whole presenta-
tion.  We were scattered amongst the individu-
als that came to witness the performance.  The 
choice to sit amongst the audience was to convey 
the idea that anyone of us can be Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureates.
 We began by showing a film, which Paul 
Madar very mindfully put together.  The film 
showed pictures of the lives and experiences of 
each of the Laureates.  Each of us months before 
chose words that described the turning point in 
each of the Laureate’s life’s that had brought them 
to the point of devoting their time on earth to 

service.   The film was very moving and provided the audience with knowledge of the lives of 
each of the Laureates presented in THE INVITATION. 
 After the film, Dr. Barbara Introduced THE INVITATION. We then one by one went 
up to the front of the church to deliver our Laureate’s opening speech. Gazing upon the audi-
ence, I could tell that they were moved by what was being said.  I saw people shaking their 
heads in agreement as I said Mother Teresa’s words “ no one is home to receive them (children) 
and they go to the streets and get involved in something.” As we exited the altar we received 
THE INVITATION from Dr. Barbara, a copy of the Universal Peace Covenant.
 When each of the cast members completed their speeches and we were all seated once 
again in the audience we recited the Peace Covenant together. I could tell that the people in the 
audience wanted to read along, or follow along, as they looked in their program for the words 
to the covenant.  In some ways this made the Peace Covenant that they would be receiving at 
the close of the presentation even more important.
 The chairs in the church were arranged in a horseshoe formation. This left an open 
space in the center of the church where each of the people seated could easily see what was go-
ing on.  This was the space that we used as we paired off with another Laureate.  I have to say 
that I had gotten quite used to walking around with Paul (Dalai Lama).  What I did in Mel-
bourne was to move my vision and look into the faces of the individuals in the audience, as I 
connected with Paul
 When Paul and I returned to our seats in the audience after our meeting we remained 
standing.  One by one each of the Laureates would stand to give their final words.  This was a 
profound moment for each of us.  I watched as the audience moved their attention to each of 
the cast members who were talking.  This is the part of THE INVITATION where the Laureate’s 
words and the Peace Covenant are laced together in such an artistic way. 
 Afterwards there was a woman who came up to me in tears.  She was so thankful 
that we were there and that I brought Mother Teresa to her.  She told me that her mother had 
worked with Mother Teresa and that she had always had a warm place in her heart for Mother 

GIVING

THE INVITATION in Australia
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Teresa.
I spoke with 
another woman 
who provides In-
School English 
Language Cours-
es in the United 
Kingdom, who 
expressed her 
gratitude for her 
experience.  She 
said she would 
have loved to 
see us in full 
costume.  I told her that I would love to send her a copy of the 
Invitation on DVD.  She was very happy.  My expectation is that 
THE INVITATION may become one of the courses that is in her 
program.
 Another man wondered how we could remember the 
words so well.   I told him that it was an action of visualization.   
For me, I could relate to many of the stories that Mother Teresa’s 
words communicate and so I hold those images in my mind as I 
say her words. 
 There is an expansion that the Invitation experienced in 
Melbourne.  I can only imagine the difference we all will experi-
ence the next time we offer our living prayer in The Peace Dome. 
– Sheila Benjamin

Paul Madar, who portrays H.H. the Dalai Lama 
in THE INVITATION produced a short film that 

made its debut in Melbourne.  “A Life Worth 
Examining” served to introduce the program.  It 
features photos of the historical conditions exist-
ing during the time of the eight Nobel Laureates 

featured in the program, along with a voice-over of 
each laureate describing their “defining moment.”  
The film brought to everyone’s awareness the real 

needs that spawned each laureate’s commitment to 
action.  –Laurel Clark

Rev. William Livingston is a Religious 
Science minister who pastors a Unity Church in Mel-
bourne.  He is a musician who plays jazz piano and has 
studied metaphysical and spiritual literature for many 
years.  A kind warm-hearted man, he welcomed the 
School of Metaphysics to his church for a presentation of 
THE INVITATION.  This was part of a day-long celebra-

tion, including a special service 
with a guest minister from a Uni-
ty church in California, a sump-
tuous lunch-time feast, an ice 
cream truck, and a presentation 
after THE INVITATION from 
Indigenous musician and story-
teller Jeremy Donovan (pictured 
left).  -Laurel Clark

The Australia cast for THE INVITATION includ-
ed Laurel Clark as Shirin Ebadi, Tad Messenger 
as Albert Schweitzer, Christine Madar as Betty 

Williams, Barbara Condron (creator of the play) 
narrator, Sheila Benjamin as Mother Teresa, Jesse 

Kern as Martin Luther King Jr., Paul Madar as 
H.H. the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet, Pam Blosser 

as Alva Myrdal, and Jesse Reece as Linus Pauling.  
This was the first time the play was presented out-
side the United States.  We appreciate Melbourne 

Unity’s hospitality and interest in our work which 
made it all possible.

Peace is active...
       the motion of silence, of faith, of accord, of service 
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GROWING

My journey began over a year ago when I attended a PreParliament of the World’s 
Religions event in Chicago, Illinois.  We were able to present THE INVITATION.  I 
had a wonderful experience there and was looking forward to many more like it.  I 
later found out that several people from the School of Metaphysics intended to go to 
the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions in Australia and that I would 
be able to go as well.
 When we hosted our own PreParliament event at the College of Metaphysics, 
I had a great time.  I was one of the official photographers.  I met many interesting 
people including Will Bowen, author of the Complaint Free World and Complaint 
Free Relationship, and his daughter Lia, who is one year younger than me and who I 

have become good friends with.  The PreParliament event heightened my anticipation of going 
to Australia.
 A few weeks later, we flew from Kansas City to Denver to Los Angeles to Melbourne.  
We left at 8:30 am Sunday November 29 and arrived at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday December 1.  We 
flew in the same plane as Laurie Biswell and Jesse Reece, and met up with Tad Messenger at the 
airport.  He drove us around Melbourne giving us a tour.  
 I was amazed by how beautiful the city looked and how much like America it was.  Tad 

took us to a place called Queen Victoria Market which had every type of food imag-
inable.  We bought some and that night I cooked it for my parents at our Melbourne 
Shortstay apartment on the 21st floor of a gorgeous building with a fabulous view.  
 The next day we and our friends the Madar family went to the ocean at St. Kilda’s 
beach.  We took the tram, one of the ways we traveled around the city.  This city is very 
clean and it had a futuristic look to it, particularly Melbourne’s new convention center 
on Yarra River which is where the Parliament was held.  

The Parliament began on Thusday evening.  It was a beautiful ceremony in which sev-
eral religious leaders of great eminence spoke giving blessings for the days ahead.  I learned a 
great deal in the next few days.  There were over 5000 people at Parliament from 75 countries 

or more.  Everywhere you went there were Buddhists or Sikhs or 
New Thought or Jains or Hindu or Jews or Christians or 
Pagans or Indigenous peoples.  

 I attended Youth Workshops, ceremonial naga chants, films ranging from lan-
guage to the healing power of plants, to morning prayers, and an India performance 
including martial arts, yoga, dance, and a drama of The Bhagavad Gita.  The Gita is 
one of my favorite holy works.  
 I met countless people and made many great friends including a Roman Cath-
olic Priest named Terrence who walked up to me and told me how happy he was that 
I had come to the Parliament at such a young age.  He had just attended a workshop 
on the Divine Feminine and said that he could tell my heart was very open and he 
encouraged me to keep it that way.  He said he was part of a panel for youth in half 

an hour and I think you should be there.  I gave him a copy of my film and my business card 
and he gave me some of what he has been working on.  He had translated the golden rule from 
every religion where he figured out the version of the golden rule in those religions. 
 I met a Sikh man named Ralph who gave me a CD of stories and I gave him a copy of 
my DVD about the Dalai Lama.  I met a Catholic priest in training on the final day.  He was 
very impressed that I had business cards (for my new website www.kungfu-chef.com).  I met 
Jeremy Donovan an aboriginal artist and didgeridoo player.

Before coming to Parlia-
ment, Kie took a six week 
Interfaith course online 
with this man, Steve 
Alpert, author of The 
Interfaith Manual.

Terrence, the 
Catholic priest, 
& Hezekiah 

Warren Clements 
& Kie at Chicago’s 
PreParliament event 
December 2008
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On Saturday morning, I ran into Stanley Krippner.  Dr. Krippner is 
a well-traveled and accomplished professor in the field of conscious-
ness.  He teaches at Saybrook Graduate School in California and 
helped found the International Association for the Study of Dreams 
(IASD).  I met him at the IASD conference last June in Chicago.  He 
was my first interview for the film I’m now making called The Dream 
Mystery.  I was delighted to see him and met his friend Arris.  I later 
attended his presentation on Spiritualism in South America.
 On Sunday, several of the people from the College of Meta-
physics performed THE INVITATION (see Dr. Sheila’s entry) at Mel-
bourne Unity Church.  I was the official filmographer of the entire 
presentation.  Rev. Bill Livingston, the head of the church, was very happy that his 
church was full and we were warmed by their hospitality.  Everyone we met in Mel-
bourne was friendly, helpful, and trusting.
 
Dr. Daniel’s (my dad) was Tuesday morning at 8.  It was titled THE STILL MIND, EMP-
TINESS, DIVINE LOVE.  Before he was halfway through his presentation, the room 
was completely filled to the point that many people had to sit on the floor.  He took the 
people there through a few very simple exercises to help them practice the still 
mind, emptiness, and divine love.  I was amazed by how well and simply he 
was able to teach it to the public.  I was happy for daddy and the students of 
the School of Metaphysics. 
 Later that day, my mother was on a panel of women presenting “THE 
SEARCH FOR INNER PEACE:  Multifaith Views from Women around the 
World.”  She presented a condensed version of a documentary I had made on 
the Healing Wall at the Peace Dome.  She represented the Christian tradition 
amongst Buddhist, Jew, Sikh, Pagan, Hindu, and Muslim viewpoints. 
 On the morning of the final day, Dr. Barbara (my mom) discovered that she 
would be presenting a workshop called THE CROWN JEWELS OF CONSCIOUS-
NESS which had been added to the program after the book was published and neither 
she, nor anyone with SOM, had noticed until Paul Madar saw it on one of the informa-
tion kiosks and told Dr. Sheila who told my mom.  It was a great example of exponential 
notation,  you know - Powers of 10 - the way it spread.  Mom said it was the Universal 
Laws in action and a testimony to Universal Mind.  
 The first half, Dr. Barbara taught the three universals taught in 
every religion:  Concentration, Meditation, and VIsualization.  The sec-
ond half SOM graduates engaged people in discussion from how to in-
terpret dreams to understanding grief to what the School of Metaphysics 
teaches.  A lot of people wanted to know about SOM.
 
Throughout the Parliament a group of Tibetan monks had been creating 
a sand mandala.  On the last day, it was completed and they asked for two 
volunteers to help dissolve it.  At the insistence of my friends, I volun-
teered.  The monks blessed me with a white katas, the tibetan prayer scarf and handed 
me the large end of a Tibetan Long Horns (the Tibetan equivalent of the Australian 
Aboriginal Didgeridoo).  A young Indian girl and I each carried a long horn in the pro-
cession to the river where the the monks returned the mandala sands to the earth.
 At the closing plenary that afternoon, the Dalai Lama spoke on world peace.  It 
was the fourth time I had the opportunity to hear him.  His talk stood out to me as the 
best part of the entire Parliament.  
 I was very elated when I left the building.  The Parliament was truly a great 
experience for me and I look forward to the next one!•   –Hezekiah Condron

Hezekiah & Ralph, the 
man whose outlook 
Vivienna changed (see 
page 21)

Hezekiah & Jeremy, the 
didgeridoo player

Dad, Mom and I on the 
final day of Parliament.  
Australia is totally awe-
some!  I was so grateful 
for my parents bringing 

me I cooked them dinner 
on the first night.  You 

can read my diary at 
www.kungfu-chef.com
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Connector Energy
When we arrived back at the College there was 
a message that a woman named Nina had called 
and wanted to talk to me.  Mom said, “Thatʼs 
Nina Meyerhof.  She is the woman who leads 
the Youth Spirit Council that Terrence intro-
duced you to.”  When I called her, she invited 
me to their conferences later this year, and I am 
honored.  
 If there are kids in your life who are 
making a difference with their choices and lives, 
visit Ninaʼs website at 

www.children-of-the-earth.org

Th e Tibetan Monk’s 
procession to the river.  

Elena tells the sand 
mandala story on page 23.

Th e Dalai Lama 
and Auntie Joy 

at the Closing 
Plenary

      to be a Living example 
                          of Peace

We call upon each leader...

example 
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Vivi had, with a little coaching, taken to waving to the people going the opposite direc-
tion on the escalators at Parliament.  Today was no exception.  Very serious spiritual 
people in all sorts of robes, turbans and costumes discoursing about deep issues smiled 
and waved back at this disarming redhead waving and saying “HI!” to them.  A camera 
crew filmed us coming down and Vivi dramatically jumped off the last step, gleeful as 
ever, with her Dad sprinting behind her.
  Going up the escalator for the twentieth time we saw another serious turban ap-
proaching.  The man had a kind face, but seemed clouded by thoughts.  Vivi worked her 
charm.  When he finally saw her his head lifted, his eyes got big and he waved a big smile 
and said hi.  I was enjoying watching how this girl could lift people with a wave and a 
smile.  We rounded the top and headed back down the escalator again.  
 There was the man with the turban waiting for us.  He greeted Vivi this time with 
a big wave and smile.  We introduced ourselves, and Ralph Singh said he was heading 
out of the Parliament, discouraged because he had hoped to bolster his sagging belief in 
his newest venture in life—creating spiritual storytelling CDs for kids.  He had not met 
with many parents of small children and there were not many children around at Parlia-
ment anyway.  Vivi was the youngest, and one of only a handful that were present in a 
consistent way.  
 I must have really lit up also because I have been moving toward a very similar 
venture in my life—creating spiritual stories and songs on CD for kids.  He and I talked, 
exchanged biographies and contact information, and then Vivi escorted both of us up 
the escalator to the second floor, hand in hand with her in the middle.
  We arrived at the SOM session refreshed, talking about storytelling, as Ralph 
brought out a portable player and speakers to try out his recordings on Vivi.  She imme-
diately locked in on his voice and the music and gentle sound effects.   
 She listened, and he brightened.  
 She listened and he watched.  
 She listened, and his hope was renewed.  
 “She likes it!” he kept saying.  “I think she likes it!”  
 He and I talked about further connections that I knew in the storytelling world 
in Indiana, and when we checked in with Vivienna again, she was fast asleep in her 
stroller.  That girl has a way about her.  Generosity opened the door for Universal Law to 
bring people together.• – Paul Madar, Vivi’s dad

Vivienna, Paul, Alexandra, and Christine 
receive a blessing from one of the Tibetan Monks.

We call upon each family.....

        Ralph is the same Ralph in the picture with 
Hezekiah on page 19.  We didn’t learn about the cross-
ing of paths until we returned to the States!  Just one of 

many Universal Law experiences we experienced.
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Th e Peace Pole Dedication
When the SOM was preparing for a pre-Parliament of the World’s Re-
ligions event last year, I made contact with the current director of the 
World Peace Prayer Society, Fumi Johns Stewart.  I wondered if some-
one from WPPS would like to come and off er a fl ag ceremony.  Fumi 
said that the fl ags are large and expensive to transport, and they need 
a long time in advance to prepare for such a ceremony.  However, she 
indicated that she wanted to help us and  connected us with Grand-

mother Silver Star, a Native American woman who joined us September 5th and contributed an Antarctica 
stone for the Healing Wall.
 On the day of Fumi’s arrival, I walked through the lobby 
of the convention center, where a ring of fl ags was standing, and 
there I saw a woman whom I recognized from a photo on the 
internet.  It was Fumi Johns Stewart.  I walked up to her and 
hugged her.  It felt as though we had known each other for life-
times!
 Th e Peace Pole dedication was held in the evening.  A 
group of about forty people gathered in the lobby area where the 
Peace Pole stood, surrounded by 192 fl ags from each country of the world.  Th e fl ags were hand made, and 
Fumi told us that it takes about a year to make a fl ag.  Each one is infused with the consciousness of people 
who pray for peace in the world.  Fumi instructed everyone to choose two fl ags to hold and to wave when the 
prayer, “May peace prevail on Earth” was said.  I chose the fl ags of Turkey and Iran, since I know people from 
these two countries and have heard personal stories of anguish about the need for peace in these countries.
 Th e ceremony included someone to pray a peace prayer for each continent, in the native language of 
that continent.  Th en the prayer, “May peace prevail on Earth” was said for each country, followed by a musical 
refrain, with everyone singing, “May peace prevail on Earth” while the fl ags were held overhead.
 At one point, a plenary session that was taking place concurrently let out, and hundreds of people 
fl ooded the area where the dedication ceremony was taking place.  People selected the fl ags that were still in 
stands.  A woman from Turkey came up to me and said, “Th at’s my fl ag,” and I gave the Turkish fl ag to her.  A 
man came up to me and said, looking at the other fl ag I held, “Do you know that’s the fl ag of Iran?”  I said yes, 

that I had chosen it because I’ve learned quite a bit about Iran since 
studying Shirin Ebadi because I portray her in a play.  His eyes lit up, 
“You know Shirin Ebadi?”  I told him I did not know her personally, 
but had learned about her life and work.
 He said he was glad that someone had chosen the Iranian fl ag 
because his country needed peace.  I off ered him the fl ag, which he 
accepted.  He told me that he is a professor of theology at a university 
in Iran.  I said that I had heard it was diffi  cult to travel out of Iran, 
which I had heard from a woman who wanted to come to the United 

States and could not get a visa year aft er year.  He said that he had no diffi  culty getting a visa to Australia.  We 
exchanged business cards and I hope to stay in touch with him.
 Dr. Sheila Benjamin, who was also attending the ceremony, was holding four fl ags, so she gave me 
two of hers, Sri Lanka and Kyrgyzstan, so I fi nished the Peace Pole dedication ceremony with those in hand!  
Th e College of Metaphysics has mini fl ags from all the countries of the world that were given as a gift .  Th is 
fl ag dedication ceremony inspired me to learn more about the fl ags and the countries to which they belong. 
– Laurel Clark
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Th e Construction of the Sand Mandala

Day 1.  I was walking on the second level of the Melbourne Con-
vention and Exhibition Center.  My attention was drawn to the two 
monks doing something at a table located in the middle of the Ti-
betan setup.  I came closer and saw that they were working on a 
sand mandala.  Th e mandala was getting constructed on the man-
dala base with measured lines.  Th e Monks were applying colored 
sand through the end of a metal funnel which was rasped against 
another funnel.  To create a diff erent design, funnels with various 
sized openings were use by Monks. I was amazed to see how much 
patience, persistence and stillness were needed to work on the sand 
mandala!

Day 2.  Millions of grains of colored sand scrupulously placed on 
a fl at platform

Day 3.  Usually, the mandala has inner, outer, and secret meanings.  On the 
outer level, the mandala represents the world in its divining form.  On the in-
ner, it represents enlightenment.  Th e secret level depicts the perfect balance of 
body and mind. 

Day 4.   My heart would stop beating when I was emerging all my being 
into the beauty of the sand mandala.  I was realizing that the sand mandala 
teaches simply “being here and now”. 

Day 5.  Th e bigger it was getting, the more people it was attracting.  I no-
ticed that people were spending a longer time by the table with the sand 
mandala. ...their facial expressions were becoming calm and peaceful with 
a defi nite sign of bliss present. 

Day 6.   Mesmerized by its perfection, I was able to see 
how the construction of the sand mandala would help one to reach 
enlightenment. ... I was feeling the peace and healing of this power-
ful work of living art which has been generated.

Day 7.   Th e construction of the sand mandala was over!  I knew 
that the mandala was created in the spirit of impermanence and 
non-attachment and it was waiting to be washed away. 

Th e destruction of the sand mandala was performed in the ceremony.  
Monks were following a specifi c order till 
the last section of the mandala has been 
dismantled.  Th e sand was collected in a jar 
which was then wrapped in silk and trans-
ported to a river where it was released back 
into nature. It was beautiful!
 I will remember this amazing experience 
for the rest of my life!  –Elena Dubinski



24   Special Edition Vibrations 

The Closing Plenary was concluding and the emotion in the auditorium was 
palpable.  The Dalai Lama was sitting on stage watching, as he must have 
hundreds or thousands of times in his years of service, pomp and circumstance 
that honored other people, other cultures. 
 As music played, the Australia girls  ̓choir, who had sung beautifully 
earlier in the plenary, began to walk in pairs across the stage.  Each of them 
was holding a banner from a PreParliament event.  Eighty events had been 

hosted in 30 countries.
 I started counting the banners.  When I counted more than I 
knew had been hanging in the Exhibition Hall my hopes began 
to rise.  Paul said, “There it is, there is our banner.”  Indeed, it 
was the second to last to cross the stage and was within a few 
feet of the Dalai Lama.  My eyes welled up with tears then and 
they do now when I recall this moment.  Our flag was really no 
different in the Dalai Lamaʼs eyes than the others that had just 
crossed the stage.  He never will know the details of the “Liv-
ing Peaceably”.  This is one moment that I wish every person 
who was part of our pre-parliament event could have shared in 
person.  In one spectral moment I experienced a culmination of 

one year, ten years, sixteen years and twenty years of experience. 
 In the first few days of the Parliament I had made a special effort to 
find our banner in the Exhibition Hall.  It was not hanging and I felt disap-
pointed.  I wondered why it was not with the others.  Strangely I felt like the 
lack of its presence was letting down all the students who had worked so 
devotedly to bring “Living Peaceably” into being.  I wanted the energies of 
all the people who signed that banner contributing to the Parliament in Mel-
bourne.  I know the power of psychometry.  I felt privileged to be one of the 
few SOM representatives actually traveling to Melbourne.  I had my heart set 
on that banner symbolizing the importance of all the people who had not made 
the trip.  Some people said it didnʼt matter, to me it mattered a lot. 
 This is why I counted the banners as they streamed across the stage in 
the final moments of Parliament.  
 One year ago, in December 2008, we had been in Chicago, presenting 
THE INVITATION at their Pre-parliament event.  The powerful emotional 
energy at the conclusion of that event affected me so that I was moved to co-
ordinate the “Living Peaceably” event and organize the trip to Australia.  

THE CLOSING PLENARY
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 Indeed, just a few days ago we had presented THE INVITATION at the Unity of 
Melbourne Church.  Ten years ago, in 1999, I led a delegation of metaphysicians who trav-
eled to India with the People to People Ambassador Program.  I remembered India when 
our banner crossed the stage.  
 Sixteen years ago in 1993 was the 100th anniversary of the fi rst Parliament.  I 
became a student in the School of Metaphysics in the afterglow of that Parliament.  The 
School of Metaphysics had a signifi cant presence in that Chicago Parliament.  
 Twenty years ago, on December 10th, the Dalai Lama accepted his Nobel Peace 
Prize.  I could only imagine what he has experienced in 20 years.  What an honor to be 
in his presence, and for our “Living Peaceably” event to have highlighted THE INVITA-
TION and for this moment in time to exist.
 I felt profound gratitude for this sequence of events.  We have a wonderful photo 
of Hezekiah standing next to the banner.  It speaks to me of the hope of the past, present 
and future for peace in humanity.  – Christine Madar

On the last day of the Parliament, I again volunteered in the staff  room.  Th is time I was asked to 
go with the staff  to the stage to prepare for the fi nal, midday plenary.  Zabrina gave me the duty 
to go and take down all the PreParliament banners on display in the Exhibition Hall.  I found an-
other vounteer to help me and we did so.  All the while I was looking for the School of Metaphysics 
banner, which I did not see or come across.
 Unbeknownst to me, it was not up there.
 Zabrina did tell me before I left  that there were two in the staff  room on someone’s desk.  
When I went there before retrieving the banners in the hall, I did not fi nd these additional two.  
Aft er having all 70 in hand, having taken them down, I decided to try the staff  room again to 
retrieve the two missing banners.  Of course, walking in with 70 banners in hand, the person with 
them immediately gave them to me.  I didn’t fold or look at these two, I just put them on top of my 
pile and made my delivery to the backstage where they were warmly welcomed.  Later, Dr. Laurel 
Clark told me she had her picture taken with our PreParliament banner – it was one of the ones 
that members of the girl’s choir carried out of the plenary to the bridge for a fi nal group picture.  
Apparently, ours was one of the two that I went back to get. – Jesse Kern

With over 300
 signatures, the 

College of 
Metaphysics banner 

from the Living 
Peaceably event 

was outstanding.
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LIVING HISTORY

“As I was observing and listening 
to the intuitive reports, the thought 
came to me, “Th is is an open heart 
experience.”  Th e church is a lovely 
little building, with a pink carpet, 
pink walls, and pink chairs.  As the 
sun set in the evening sky, the light 
coming through the stained glass 
window cast a glow in the room.  
Everything was glowing pink, a soft  
rose pink.  It was like being in the 
midst of the heart chakra!  How fi t-
ting that Dr. Daniel was conducting 
this session, since he has been teach-
ing the Open Heart for quite awhile 
now, and his latest book is entitled 
Still Mind, Present Moment, Open 
Heart.” said Laurel Clark.

Intuitive Reports given in AUSTRALIA
by Daniel Condron

On Wednesday evening, December 9, 2009, Intuitive Reports were given for the fi rst time  by 
the School of Metaphysics in a foreign country on a diff erent continent than the United States 
of America.  
 A delegation of representatives from the School of Metaphysics  traveled to Melbourne, 
Australia to participate in the Parliament of the World’s Religions.  Th is was seen as a wonderful 
opportunity to off er the SOM Intuitive Reports to the country of Australia.  Immediately upon 
arriving Tad Messenger and others began talking to people about the reports and the possibility 
of off ering them in Australia.  
 Th e Intuitive Reports were off ered at the Melbourne Unity Church.  Past Life, Past Life 
Crossings and Health Analyses were all given.  People receiving them were enthusiastic about 
the opportunity to be present, observe, and receive intuitive reports.  I served in the capacity as 
conductor and Dr. Barbara Condron in the capacity of Intuitive Reporter.  It seemed fi tting that 
for these, the fi rst reports given in another country, that the inside of the church was painted 
pink, the color of love.  
 Dr. Laurel Clark who attended later said that the whole Intuitive Report session and 
the entire experience was very heart-centered.  One-by-one people came forward and received.  
Each one seemed to experience a sense of fulfi llment.  Aft er all the Intuitive Reports had been 
given, I brought Barbara back to waking consciousness, then we sat and discussed what people 
had received and learned for a good length of time.  
 It’s wonderful to know that the people of Australia are so open-minded and welcoming.  
Every time there is a breakthrough in experience, it aff ords the opportunity to recreate that ex-
perience and expand in all ways.  Th is was just such an experience and provides the example for 
greater possibilities and potentialities for the School of Metaphysics teachings to spread around 
the Earth.•
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Before all the delegates from SOM gathered together in Melbourne for our first 
meeting, I took the opportunity to walk around the downtown area.  I had al-
ready googled opal stores in Melbourne and decided to check out four that I 
found most appealing.  The one I was attracted to the most before I traveled 
to Australia was called Lightning Ridge Opal Mine.  I liked this name and this 
store because the best black opals in the world come from Lightning Ridge, 
which is about 800 miles north of Melbourne.  
 When I walked into this store, much to my surprise, they greeted me very 
joyfully and proceeded to give me an education on opals.  The store had three 
people educate me on how opals were formed, what the differences were and 
how to recognize the differences between a doublet, triplet, and an original black 
opal, and how to cut and polish them.  They demonstrated each phase (teaching 
is showing) and showed pictures of the peoples that live under the ground in the 
middle of Australia.  It is so hot and dry that the surface is unbearable during 
certain times of the year, so people live underground.  
 I talked to them about SOM and about the healing wall.  It is a family owned 
business and Nick; the owner was very interested in SOM.  He immediately 
donated a raw opal from one of the mines and asked me if I had ever heard of 
Edgar Cayce.  I literally said, “ding, ding, ding, ding!” meaning that the Law of 
Attraction was at work again.  I talked to him about intuitive reports and he said 

he definitely wanted one.  
 I said that our group had discussed the possibility of doing reports in Aus-
tralia and we would need to work out the time, date, place, and make sure there were 
enough people to educate and make worthwhile.  We exchanged phone numbers and 
said we would keep in touch.
 When the first meeting of SOM representatives took place (at a bring-a-dish 
dinner in the Clark-Benjamin-Blosser-Dubinski apartment) we all shared many sto-
ries of our experiences in Melbourne.  I told everyone about meeting Hedi from 
Tasmania and Nick from the opal store.  We talked of how the best time to schedule 
intuitive reports would be the evening after Parliament and that when we gave THE 
INVITATION at Unity Church on December 6th we would probably meet more 
people who would like to receive Intuitive Reports.  
 So, we had the time so our minds could focus.  Now we needed the people 
wanting intuitive reports and a place to give them.  Nick had gotten the ball rolling 
and it was felt that it would happen.  A Kundalini projection strengthened the mani-
festing power, magnetizing the thought form.
 I was placed in charge of making the details work, receiving the interest and 
monies, and everything an Intuitive Report Coordinator is responsible for.   
 Among the many incredible things that happened on Sunday, December 6th 
at Unity Church in Melbourne, we met many Parliament people at the service  that 
morning, printed the programs for THE INVITATION on the church’s computer 
thanks to the Reverend William Livingston, had an exquisite meal with curry, orien-
tal rice, vegetables, and all kinds of desserts at the church, presented an unusual and 
unique version of THE INVITATION, and listened to a master didgeridoo player.  
 We also met more people who wanted Intuitive Reports and Rev. Livingston 
offered to make his church available for the reports.  Everything came into place and 
we offered 8 intuitive reports to Australian truth seekers (a first for any sets of intui-
tive reports done outside of the USA).  This experience was expansive and further 
impressed upon me the integrity, joy, and generosity of the people of Melbourne.

Thought Form Visualization
      How the First International Intuitive Reports Session came to be
           by Tad Messenger

Do you want a Reporter-
Conductor team to come 

to your city?  Call us 
417-345-8411 to make 

arrangements.

“The reality that all three 
conductors and four of 
the reporters had made 
the trek halfway around 
the world created the 
incredible energy field 
manifesting  in every 
level of consciousness this 
long time dream.  Intui-
tive Reports in Australia 
transfigured the School 
of Metaphysics from a 
virtual presence (serving 
from a physical distance) 
to a real one (a healing 
presence).  I knew I was 
acting on behalf of all 
intuitive reporters and 
I was honored to do so,” 
said Dr. Barbara 
Condron.
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Most of my first 28 years was spent wanting to be someone 
else in some other place.  I dreamed of traveling around the 
world, to distant romantic places.  My grandmother would 
tell a story about me as a little girl, packing my suitcase and 
sitting by the window, gazing outside.  
 When someone asked me what I was doing, she said I 
replied, “I’m traveling on the train!”
 I visited over half the United States before I was 14, 
and at 12 I stepped into Canada to visit the World Expo 
in Montreal with my parents.  Visions of the world filled 
my head and the U.S. pavilion - a geodesic dome - planted 
a seed as Kundala was stirring in my consciousness that I 
would appreciate more fully when the Peace Dome grew 
from a seed decades later at the College of Metaphysics.
 When I went to the university to study journalism, 
I didn’t know about foreign study programs so whatever 
education opportunities may have been present passed me 
by.  Within six months of graduation, something hap-
pened that transformed my thinking about 
traveling on the planet.  That something was the 
reality of intuition, astral travel, and the reports given by 
the School of Metaphysics.  I decided the first night I wit-
nessed them that, if it was possible and I was found worthy, 
I wanted to be the vessel through which this kind of wis-
dom is disseminated.  A little over two years later, I gave my 
first public reports in Wichita, Kansas with Joseph Harpine 
as my conductor.  That was 1977.  
 In those days, we looked forward.  We talked often of 
spreading SOM teachings around the globe.  We believed 
we would publish books and speak before large multiracial, 
multicultural, multigenerational audiences.  We thought 
we needed a broadcast station to reach more of the world, 
and figured we would call it KSOM.  We wanted to pub-
lish a magazine and give media interviews.  We dreamed 
of school branches around the world with everyone on the 
planet receiving intuitive “readings”.   
 As an Adam student and field director for SOM, 
opening schools in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, 
my thinking shifted dramatically.  Through the combina-
tion of SOM study and practices and public intuitive re-
porting, the personal desire for travel left me.  In its place 
were the very real inner level experiences throughout times 
and places, many of which are not available in the present 
time on this planet.  
 I began to experience what it is to create without at-
tachment, to manifest free of ego.  Others’ experiences 

became as my own, and I was grateful for the opportu-
nity for accelerated learning.  “I am another Yourself ”, 
the Mayan version of “Love your neighbor as yourself ”  
became a reality in my consciousness.  I shared of the 
abundance we produced, encouraging my students to 
teach and lead in new places.  Some did.  They moved to 
existing branches in places like Berwyn and Kansas City.  
They opened schools in Mobile, Jackson, Baton Rouge, 
and Memphis.  We often laughed that “the South was 
rising again!” and Intuitive Reports played a major role 
in introducing Florida, Texas, and Tennessee to SOM. 
 By the 90s, my learning was unfolding in new cities.  
Daniel and I began seeding cities like Houston with the 
Intuitive Reports and public speaking in broader venues 
like the 1993 Parliament, then our lives took a dramatic 
turn as a great soul chose us as parents.  The report tours 
turned into Spiritual Focus Sessions and the pioneering 
of Intuitive Prosearch.  The lecture opportunities turned 
into student weekends at the College, the POWERS of 
TEN, and The Still Mind, Present Moment, Open Heart 
teachings.  
 I stayed close to SOM headquarters for over a de-
cade, passing by opportunities in Barcelona, Johannes-
burg, and India.  I had no regrets for the intuitive report-
ing transported me through time and space in a most 
fulfilling manner.  When Daniel began traveling a few 
years ago, I observed and studied my thoughts concern-
ing his travels, asking myself if I, too, wanted to travel 
abroad.  I didn’t.  I realized, then, how much I was at 
peace with being who and where I am. 
 On the threshold of the second Saturn return, I 
have reflected upon how the culmination of this cycle 
might  resonate with the responsibility I experienced in 
1982 as President of SOM.  Little did I suspect a world 
Parliament would provide the measuring rod.  It came 
simply, in the form of the offer to represent Christianity 
on a peace panel and that is a story for another time. 
 Let it be said here that my understanding of the 
purpose of religion is tied to the reality that we have 
been Christian, Buddhist, Jain, Muslim, Hindu, Taoist, 
atheist, and perhaps Aboriginal, Indian, or Inuit.  Some-
where.  Some time.  We are they.  Knowing this fulfills 
the purpose of this Parliament.  This knowing makes a 
world of difference.
 I look forward to living the next 28 years as I Am, 
timeless, free from want, with as they say in Australia 
“no worry”.   In Lak’ech, Barbara Condron 

PERCEIVING THE FUTURE

The Power of Peace in our Lifetimes
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It was a surreal experience, sometimes, to be keenly aware 
of being halfway around the world in Australia, and to see 
Dr. Sheila pop up, or Jesse Kern wave hello from down the 

hallway, or to run into Dr. Laurel with Elena and Dr. Pam in 
a sidestreet café downtown.  Having so many familiar faces 

around made it sometimes feel like I wasn’t traveling at all.  It 
also gave me continual reminders of the higher purpose for 

which we came—to give the School of Metaphysics to people 
half a world away, and to receive new perspectives into our-

selves in the process. 
–Paul Madar

World Peace begins within ourselves.

One of the delightful 
surprises of Parliament 
was the sand artistry of 
Stephan Eleft heriadis 
(center left ).  Reminis-

cent of the Tibetan 
monks’ sand manda-
las, we were mes-
merized as Stephan’s 
work appeared on 
the large screens 
on either side of 
the plenary stage.  

As musicians played 
and singers chanted, 
Stephan’s hands shift ed 
and evolved sand into a 
series of religious 
symbols.  Stephan 
works with Cultural 
Infusion, a not for 
profi t organization that 
coordinated many of 
the cultural arts and 
performances present-
ed throughout the 2009 
Parliament.

Rev. Dirk Ficca, 
excecutive director 
of CPWR, address-

es the Parliament 
while His Holiness 

looks on during the 
Closing Plenary 

December 9.



30   Special Edition Vibrations 

Following Parliament, 
Hezekiah and I met a 
Swami at the Melbourne 
airport.  It was obvious 
he had also attended 
Parliament by his bright-
ly screened tote bag.  We began talking and when 
Daniel returned they engaged in spirited conversation.  
Turns out the Swami’s panel was on the opposite page 
from Daniel’s Still Mind observance.  The Swami said 
he had thought about attending but needed to be at his 
own offering.  He also said he had not noticed many 
presentations on love.  
 When we returned Christine and I were talking 
and she echoed the Swami’s observation.  There were 
few, if any, other presentations with LOVE in the title.  
This seems most profound given the venue.  I would 
like to think it is because CPWR is the manifestation 
of love on all levels, and in that Daniel captured the 
spirit of the present reality.  His dream is to share this 
with all people.
 Dr. Daniel Condron is bringing this STILL 
MIND teaching to people throughout the world.  The 
first scheduled offering following this Parliament 
address will be the first weekend in March in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  Check online to register and for addi-
tional dates this year.  To bring The Still Mind, Pres-
ent Moment, Open Heart to your city contact him at 
SOM World Headquarters in Windyville, MO 65783 
or phone 417.345.8411.   –Barbara Condron

Rev. John Strickland is minister of a Unity Church in At-
lanta, Georgia.  Dr. Christine Madar made connections 
with him prior to our trip to Melbourne.  He attended 
THE INVITATION at the Melbourne Unity, and as we 
were waiting for a bus to arrive to take us back to the 
convention center, we had an interesting conversation 
with him and his wife Brenda, learning how they became 
involved in Unity and how they met one another.  He 
spoke to Dr. Barbara Condron about the possibilities of 
presenting THE INVITATION at his church in Atlanta.
 I made a short visit to my sister Claire who lives 
in Atlanta at Christmas time.  We attended Rev. Strick-
land’s church, and just before the service started I said 
hello to him and introduced him to my sister.  To my 
surprise, he announced our presence during the church 

announcements, and 
also talked about the 
School of Metaphys-
ics and THE INVI-
TATION, inviting his 
congregation to learn 
about it and re-stating 
his desire to present it 
at his church.  
 After the service 

was over, he said that they are planning a trip to Mis-
souri during the summer (he used to be the director of 
Silent Unity and he and Brenda lived in Kansas City) and 
wants to come visit us at the College.  I let him know 
how much we  welcome their visit!  

I have also discovered that there is a Brahma Kumari medi-
tation center in Chicago and a Zoroastrian center near the 
Bolingbrook School of Metaphysics.  We have invited them to 
participate in the Universal Hour of Peace and Mary, from the 
Brahma Kumari group, will be joining us in reading the Uni-
versal Peace Covenant and is going to try to come in person 
to offer a prayer from their faith tradition.
 This is just the beginning.  The spirit of Parliament 
is to build understanding by getting to know other people, 
listening and learning from them, to build a world of peace, 
healing, truth, and love.  This is something we can do every 
day, with the people in our communities wherever we are!
– Laurel

SEVEN GENERATIONS
The Youth Coffee House was a productive

 experience of meeting lots of young people,
 interpreting their dreams, and sharing the Heal-

ing Wall with them.  I met a gentleman named 
West who is creating the only sacred trail on the 

North American continent that will send us a 
rock after the dedication of his path.  At one of 

these I also met a young man who has influence 
with 30,000 youth in Australia as a minister and 
head of Swift.  He emailed me about the Healing 

Wall this week. We’re on our way to 2012!
– Jesse Kern

NEW DIVINE FRIENDSHIPS

www.som.org  •  www.dreamschool.org
www.peacedome.org  •  www.healingwall.org

email:  som@som.org



                  The Ideal  of the School of Metaphysics
                            is to aid any individual, willing to put forth the effort, 
                                         to become a Whole, Functioning Self,
                                      not dependent upon any person, place or thing 
                                              for peace, contentment and security.

                            The Purpose  of the School of Metaphysics
                                       is to accelerate evolution by ushering in Intuitive, Spiritual Man.

     The Activity  of the School of Metaphysics –
the way this is made manifest in thought and action – is teaching Teachers.

The vision of the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions is of a just, 
peaceful and sustainable world in which:

·    Religious and spiritual communities live in harmony and contribute to a better world from  
 their riches of wisdom and compassion
·    Religious and cultural fears and hatreds are replaced with understanding and respect
·    People everywhere come to know and care for their neighbors
·    The richness of human and religious diversity is woven into 
 the fabric of communal, civil, societal and global life
·    The world’s most powerful and infl uential institutions move 
 beyond narrow self-interest to realize common good
·    The Earth and all life are cherished, protected, healed and restored
·    All people commit to living out their highest values and aspirations.

Th e SOM in AUSTRALIA2009

“We come together,
 all of humanity, 

young and old of all cultures
 from all nations.” 

                      – Universal Peace Covenant

School of Metaphysics    Windyville, MO 65783  USA    •   1.417.345.8411   •   email: som@som.org   
 www.som.org  •   www.healingwall.org  •   www.peacedome.org

Th ose visiting the 
Sikh exhibit could 

add their photo 
to the world map 
and have a small 

light placed at 
their home city.

Th e SOM light is 
the brilliant

 indigo rays reach-
ing across the 

heartland of the 
USA.

http://www.som.org
http://www.healingwall.org
http://www.peacedome.org



